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LETTER 

T O 

The Rev. JOHN WESLEY. 



Hawkilone, Nov. ig, 1779. 

Rev. Sir, 

X H E caufe of my thus pub- 
Ikly addrefling you, is owing to an infor- 
mation I have received that you wiflied to 
know who was the author of a letter, which 
appeared in the General Advertifcr on Frida]^ 
the 8 th of Oftober laft, wherein were feme 
queries put to you concerning certain report* 
which it was fuppofed you had ^read, rel»« 
A 2 tirt 
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tivc to the illncfs and death of the late Mr. 
Auguftus Toplady. I was further given to 
underftand, that you had declared your in • 
tention of anfwering that letter, if the wri- 
ter would annex hi3 name to it. This being 
the cafe, though names cannot at all alter 
fafts, yet as I really wifli to be rightly in- 
formed myfelf, and as the reports which have 
been propagated about Mr. Toplady have 
mil civ ftaggcred and grieved jnany ferioui 
Chriftians, I now (under my real fignature) 
beg with all plainnefs, and with no other de- 
Iign than that the real truth may be known, 
again to propound thofe queftions to you 
which were put in that letter, of which I 
conffeis myfelf to have been the folc author. 
And as I hear you have been pleafed to call 
the letter a fcurriloxis one, Llhould be glad 
jf'you would point out to me wherein that 
feurrility confiftsf for though it were ano-r- 
Hfmous, I am not in the leaft confcious that 
titers was ^t\y thing in it unbecoming that re-' 
::• fpeft 
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fped which might be due to a gentleman of 
your venerable age and furiftion ; and when 
you have fhewn me wherein I have been cul- 
pable, I ihall then readily and fubmiflively 
afk your pardon. The letter itfelf I fhall 
annex to this. The queries contained in it 
may be reduced to the following. 

I ft. Did you. Sir, or did you not tell Mr. 
Thomas Robinfon, of Hildcrthorpe near Brid- 
lington in Yorkfhire, that Mr. Toplady died 
in black defpair, blaipheming; and that a 
■greater impbfition never was impofed' on the 
public than that publilhcd by his friends re- 
lative to his death ?* 

adly. Did you ever tell the fame iti fub- 
ftance to the Rev. Mr. Greaves*, curate to 
Mr. Fletcher of Madely, or to any other 
perfon ? 

A3 3dly. 



• I hope thu worthy getttlcman, for -whom I profefi 
a iinccrc efteexn, will pardon my having introdnccd >* 
Name without diking hit permiffion. 
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3dly. Did you or did you not fay that none 
of Mr, Toplady's friends were permitted to 
fee him during his illnefs ? 

I now btg leave to tell you, that the xraufe 
of my offering thefe queries to you was ow- 
ing to the following letter, which I received 
juft before, from a kind friend and worthy 
•minifter of the gofpcl at Burlington (or Brid- 
lington) in Yorklkire. 

*/ Honored and dear friend, 

*^ Grace, mercy and peace be multi- 
'^ plied unto you from the Father and from 
" Jefus Chrift, by the bleffcd Spirit. On the 

." lift day of Auguft, 1779, I received from 
" Mr. Thomas Robinfon, of Hilderthorp, 

.*' the following awful and no lefs Ihocking 
** account relpefting the death of Mr. Top- 
"•-lady. He faid Mr. J. Wefley told him, 
" that Mr. Toplady died in black defpair, 

■" iDlafpheming ; and that a greater impofi- 

<^ tiori was never impofed on fhc public than 
^ ■ that 
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" that publilhed by his friends relative to 
" his death. He added alfo, that none of 
** his friends were permitted to fee him 
*^ in his illncfs : and that one of Mr. John 
** Weflcy's preachers, whofe name is Rhodes, 
^* did on the 2oth inft. declare, that Mr. 
*' Toplady's cafe was equal to that of Francis 
" Spira; and that the fervant who waited 
" upon him did after his death join Mr* 
** Weflcy's fpcieties, fignifying that there 
"was fomething very awfulf. Now, dear 
'* Sir, as I know: nobody more capable of 
" giving: me fome fatisfaftion rcfpefting 
** thi§ heart^afTeding report than what you 
*' ares pleafe to excufe the liberty I have 
•* taken in troubling you ; wilhing and be- 
. A 4 fceching 



t I cannot believe fo ill of Mr. RKodes as toruppofe 
he hunfelf invented this horrid tale. He beft knows 
whence he had it. But Mr. Wefley and he being at 
Burlington about the fame time, there is reafon .to fup* 
pofc he received it from the fame quarter I^r. T» Ro- 
bin fon did. 
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*' fecchmgyou, to give me if yau can, a true 
*' account of this gloomy ftory, and you will 
** Tcry much oblige one who fincercly wifhes 
" you the pcaqcablc enjoyment pf every 
•* temporal and ipiritual good. Believing^ 
** neverthelefs^ that the foundation of Qod 
'* ftandeth furc> having this fcal, the Lord 
'* knoweth them that arc his. The rcdeerned 
*' of the Lord il^all return and come with 
*' finging unto Sion^ &c« 

« Dear SiR^ 

" Believe me to be your fin- 

*' cere tfffeftioiiatc friend 

Bridlington^ " and humble fervant^inthc 

Jul. 30th, 1779. ^^ gofpel of Chrift Jefus oiir 

*' Lord. 

^* J.- Gawkrodgir/' 

Methinksj Sir, this letter breathes the 
language of real chriftianity, and of an heart 
deeply concerned and interefted in the well- 
fare 
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fare of one from whofc works I know tKat 
Mr. G. had received the highcft delight and 
fatisfaftion. He hai read the account of Mr. ' 
Toplady's illncfs and death; he rejoict^d to. 
fee the doftrihes of the gofpet cortfii'med and 
eftablifhfcd in the experience of that cnaincnt; 
fervant of Jcfus Chrift; and his own: hearty 
found ftrong corifolation whilft he meditated, 
on the triumphant viftory whiph his latCj 
byrother in the miniftry had otjftajaed pvfsr dift 
king of terrors through faith in our tgipFipuSt 
Immanuel. 'r 

Amidft thcfe views and meditations, . hcnsi 
told by a pious friend and ndghhbur of His, 
that Mr. John Wefley hadaffurcdhim;** that 
Mr. Toplady died blafpheming, .iri black de-t 
fpairj that none of his friends were pcrmitced 
to fee him ia his illnefsj and that the ^ft?oyrt( 
pf his death publiihcd by hi^ fricft^^j. wa3.4 
grol^ impofition on the publicj: 9)^ ^£ « 
preacher of Mr. Wefley's had mw-eqver, af- 
icrtcd the fame, with this "furthef ^ ci^f ijm* 
* ^ 5 itanc^ 
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ftaiicCi that the perfon who attended Mr^ 
Toplady in his illncfs, ftruck with horror at 
his awful iiepartwrc, had joined the Metho- 
difts/' 

Overwhelmed' with grief ami amazement 
M this declaration^ and the authority pro- 
duced in defence of it (an authority which he 
dares^ nor call in queftion), he writes to mc 
to he furthe^ in^formed of the matter. Upon* 
the reteipt of this letter, I thought it beft ta 
go to the foisntaitt head in order to inveftigate 
the truthy and therefore caljed upon you ia 
the jiublic papers to know whether or no you 
^d or did not affert the things which arc 
chdfged' upon you. If you did^not affert 
them, Mr.* Robinfon, Mr. Greaves and feve- 
rat other perfons have treated you- in a manner 
thd m6ft injurious, by rpaking ufe of the 
^fii^on'of you^ name for the propagation of 
A SM& Wicked and nf^aKcibus lie. Xf yoy did 
afiert'tKemV eifhw you bad or had not autho- 
jl^ For your affcrtiohsj if you had/^^autho- 
i>'>ta*': I- rity. 
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rity, then you yourfelf muft have been the 
. inventor of them. If you had authority, then 
you mufl: know whenqe that authority came. 
In order therefore to exculpate your own 
charafter before the world, be pleafed now 
to name that authority. Tell us how you 
became fo wefl acquainted with what paffed 
in Mr. Toplady's fick chamber and on his 
dying bed, when even his moft dear and in- 
timate friends were not permitted to fee him ? 
Did his nurfc, Mrs. Starling, who attended 
him and was ^ith him when he died, com- 
municate this intelligence? I hear Ihe has 
called upon you on purpofe to vindicate her- 
fclf from the charge of any fuch aflertionjj 
and is ready to declare to all the world> that 
throughout Mr. Toplady's long illnefs to the 
hour of hisdiflolution, prayer and praife, joy 
arid triumph in the God of hisfalvation, were 
the continual emproyments of his lip and 
heart. But as your condudt will probably 
iTialcc one of the many friends who were permit* 
A 6 tid 
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fed to fee Mr. Toplady in his illncfs, think it 
ncceffary to give the public fomc further par- 
ticulars relative to the ftatc of his foul in that 
trying feafon, I Ihall only in this place prefcnt 
you with a Ihort abftraft from a letter which I 
received from a worthy clergyman, a friend 
of Mr. Toplady% foon after his departure; 
his word^ are as follow. 

" You will be pleafed with the two fallow- 
•^ ing remarks made by Mr. Toplady not 
" long before his death. " To a perfon in- 
" terefted in the falvation of Chrift, ficknefs 
" is no difeafe, pain no affliftion, death no 
*' diffoiution." — The other was an anfwer to 

*' Doftor G d, in confequcnce of the 

^' Do6lor*s expreffing hopes that Mr. Toplady 
*' might recover, and be again ufeful. Mr, 
" Toplady heard what his friend had to fay> 
" and then exprefTc^ himfelf nearly in the 
</ following words. " I believe God never 
** gave fuch manifcftations of his.loye to any 

" creature. 
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''creature^ and fufFcred him to live/'— — 
Thus far, my friend* ^ 

We can now look to no other fource from 
whence thefe reports may have flowed,, than: 
to the moft delih<;rate malice of Mr. Toplady 's. 
avbwedfoes^ among whoin> notwith(Eandlng 
your continual preaching about " Iqvc^ love^ 
^.^ peace, peace my brethren^'* I fear you ara 
chief. ' Till therefore ypu produce ^our au-» 
thority for what you told Mr. Thomas Ro- 
binfon and others, I have full right> nay I aa> 
abfolutely neccflitated to fix upon you. Rev* 
Sir, as the raifcr and fabricator of this moft 
nefarious report j which I cannot look upon 
mcerly as. a comqion . falfity, hut as a mali- 
cioys attempt to invalidate and fet afide the 
teftimony which God the eternal Spirit himfelf 
was pleafed to bear ta his own truth and to 
his own work upon the heart of a dyin^ be- 
liever f and even to turn ths^t teftimony into 
the blafpkemies of Satan* And in this view 
of it^ how fair^Ihort it fklls of the unjpardon^ 
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in his dying avowal had borne his open teffi^ 
mony both againft Mr. Wdlcy and his prin- 
ciples, therefore " the devil himfelf could 
not have invented any thing worfe than what 
he had uttered/' and he muft be fent blaf-^ 
pheming and defpairing into the bottomlefs* 
pit. Behold ! Sir^ what ielf partiality and a^ 
defire to make known your own importancer 
fcads you to . The like fpirit runs through-^ 
out all your publiciations> whether iermonsy 
journals, appeals, prefcrvatives, Arminian 
magazines^ &c. &c. in all of which, it \i 
too evident that the grand defign in view is 
that of trutnpeting fertl) your own praifes^ 
Tedious and fuUbraac as this appears in the 
eyes of men of fenfe and judgment, yet a 
gentleman of Mr. Wefley's cunning and fob* 
tlcty can from Yitnc^ Juck no /mall advantage'^ 
as^ ther€ are multitudes amongfl your own 
p^ivpldr who through a blind attachment . td 
your perfon, and a no lefs blind zeal to pro-^ 
^ote *your interefts, look upon it as perfeftly 

right 



tight and proper; and are. at all times and 
upon all occafions readf to pay the moft im- ^ 
plicit obedience to your ig/5f dixitSy and to 
believe or dilbelieve juft as yoa woxdd have 
them. But I have nothing tp do with fudi 
bigots I ^ endeavour to opea ^eir eyes by* 
argument* would be as vain as to attempt to . 
wafh the ^Ethiopian white^ or to change the 
kopasd's fpots* There arc,, however, many 
perfonsx)f good &afe. and true piety in your 
focieties,.wbain fpigbt of aU your artifices^ 
begin to form a judgment of you according 
to fafts. It is for the benefit of fuch perfons, 
as well as to vindicate the memory of a de-* 
ppi^ted faint from your foul afperfions, that 
you ar^ prefented with this epifUe; though ^ 
I confefs I was fometime. before I could bring 
inyffslf to write or print it» I confidered, diat 
f ipiiyud^iiig prtijudiced Worl4.wovl4. bs 
}i9Ppy to ial^e advaintage from iti cont^nts^ 
Md tp cry " there, there, J5> wQuld we have - 
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fr iti" " the Mcthodifts t arc all fallcfi to- 
" gethcr by the ears, and arc difaharging 
** their artiUery at one another. "-^I con- 
iidcred agaipi thj^t a^ to eacpofe yow wa3 not 
ftiy mptive, fo to bring you to any fubnriffion 
wa% neycr in hi^min power. I had wejl «igh 
refolyed to be filent. On the other h$nd, I 
perceived that the iealmg iteftimony which 
God vouchfafbd tolhis own tinith&iii die ex«- 
perience of Mr^ Toplady duriAJg hb illnefi^ 
and at the ^tunc dfliis deaths was not only 

denieA 



t I obfenried upon a former occa£on» diat the aaiii^ 
«f Methodifl at it is indifcriminately given by way of re- 
)>roach» to ail who have more veal for religion than is 
confiAentwith the faihion of the timet, I have no defirQ 
to ihake off; on the contrary. I would glory in it, aa 
the badge which every real Chridian is allotted to wear j 
and I would pray that I might deferveitmuch more than 
I do. But ai it conveys the idea of an attachment to the 
tenets of Mr. Wefley, in oppofition to .the word of God» 
and to the doctrines of all the proteftant churches, that 
of this nation in particular; in this view of it, Idefiro^ 
touUy to renounce it. 
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denied by you, but even conftrucd into i 
grofs impoficion 6f his friends to deceive the 
public, and thereby the good efFefts which 
might juftly have been hopid Tor, were in 
great meafure counteraAed; that his enemies 
were hardened agaiiift the truths he main* 
tained and fo ably vindicated; and even his 
friends jftaggered by the Ihocking accounts 
forged and propagated : I hy when I faw this 
to be the cafe, I determined (to adopt an ex* 
preflion.of your owh) to *^ write and fri^t^'\ 
1 faid'/f / God be trucy and every man a liar. If you 
make no reply, I cannot avoid conftruingyour 
filence into an acquiefcence of your being 
guilty of the matter brought againft you. ' If 
you do '' write andprinf* in anfwer,. let me 
beg you for once to avoid quibbles andeva*^ 

fions. 

I am. Rev. Sir, 

Your fincere well wifher, &c- 

and moft hurrible fervant,. 
RICHARD HILL. 

Cofy 



^ J 



( »9 ) 

Copy of the Letter addrejfed to the Rev. John 
Wejley^ which appeared in the General Adver-- 
tijer on the eighth Day of OEtoher laji. 

Rev. Sir, 

" I give you this public notice, that 
** certain pcrfons who arc your enemies, per- 
** haps only becaufe you keep clear of their 
*' calviniJQric doftrines, have thought. proper 
** to affirm, that you and fome of your 
** preachers have been villifying the alhes, 
*' and traducing the memory of the late Mr. 
*' Auguftus Toplady. Nay, it was even 
^' pofitively alledged, that you told Mr. 
'* Thomas Robinfon of Hilderthorpe, qcar 
*' Bridlington in Yorklhire, and the Rev^ 
'* Mr. Greaves, curate to Mr. Fletcher of 
*' Madeley, *' that the account publifhed 
" concerning Mr. Toplady's death, was a 
" grofs impofition on the public; for that 
" he died in black defpair, uttering the moft 
" horrible blafphemies ; and that none of his. 

friends 
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^'^ friends, were pennitted to fee him/V AU 
*' which waft repeated at Bridlington^ . by one 
•' of your preachers, whofe name is Rhodes, 
*' who further compared Mr. Toplady's cafe 
** to the awful one of Francis Spira: and 
*• added, " that the dreadful manner in 
^ which he died, had caufed a woman who 
"** attended him to join your Ibcieties/* 

^ Now,. Sir, as many living refpeftablc 
^' witnefles can teftify rfiat Mr. Toplady de- 
^ partied tkfs life in the fuH triumph of fahh, 
'* and that the account publilhed to tiieworld 
** of the ftatc of foul he was in during his 
f* long innei5> and at the hour (^ ^fiblutiohj 
*^ was ftriaiy and literally a true one, you 
<' are earncftly rcquefted for the iatisfadtion 
^ of your friends,, /bus, publicly to aflurc 
^* the world, that you never advanced any I 

** thing of this fort to Mr. Rebinfon, Mr. , 

^' Greaves, or to any other perfbnj or elfe J 

^' that you will produce your authority for 
^ your aflertions^ othcrwifc, it is to be feared, 

« that 
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" that jovLT own charaftcr^will fufirr muchi 
** for having vented a moft grofs malicious 
^ fatfchood againft ^ dead man who cannot 
«' anlwer for himfelf, in order to fupport your 
»* owiT caufe and party/* 
I am. Rev. Sir, 

Your fincertf well wilhcr, 

VERITAS. 

*' \X/E whofe names are underwritten arc 
^ *' willing to teftify upon oath if 
'* required, that all the particulars publifli- 
** cd to the world in the late Memoirs rela- 
'* tive to the lUnefs and Death of the late 
^* Rev. Auguftus Mpntague Toplady arc 
*' ftriftly true; we ourfelves having beeij 
^^ eye and ear witnefles of the fame. And 
*' therefore we all heartily join the author of 
*' the foregoing JL.ctters in calling upon Mr, 
'* John Wefley to produce his autliority for 
^* what he told to Mr^ Thomas Robinfon of 
** Hilderthorp, the Rev. Mr, Greaves and 
f' others, as fpecified in the Letter. 
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Andrew Gifford, D. D. Brifijh Mujeum. 
'John Ryiand, fenior, tforthamptm. 
t Thomas Evans, Apothecary, Kmgbtjbridge. 
WitLiAM Abington, Beaufort Buildings, 

Strand, 
Thomas Houoh, Surgeon, No.- j, Cov^ 

entry Street. * 
WiLXiiAM CowLET, Barbtcan. 
John CoLty Upper Seymour Street, Port- 

man Square. 
Thomas Jarvis, Charing Crojs. 
• Thomas Burgess, Mill Street^ Hanover 

Square. 
William Hussey, 1 
- Susanna Husskv, • } ^^^''''^ ^'''''' 

* Elizabeth Sterling, Nurfe. 
James Mathews, No. i8. Strand.' 

• t Mr. Evans attended Mr. Toplady the whole time 
•f his lail illnefj aatil hif death. 

• Mrs. Elizabeth Sterling was the only nurfe who at- 
tended Mr. Toplady until his Death, and of courfe muft 
be the.perfon falfely charged by Mr. Wefley to have 
Joined hisfocieties in confequenceof his (Mr. Toplady's) 
awful departure. A charge equally falfe with all Mr» 
Wefley'i other alFcrtions. 
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